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Alaska Network on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault 
Return survey by October 9, 2026 to: andvsa@andvsa.org 
Complete each answer box and select one response where choices are provided. 
Name: Lisa Keller
Office/District Representation You Are Seeking: Alaska House District 13
Please indicate whether you view domestic violence and sexual assault as an area of primary concern for you. 
Primary concern 

Are you familiar with local programs that provide domestic violence and sexual assault services to victims across Alaska? 

Yes

If yes, how often do you interact with the domestic violence/sexual assault shelter or victim services program in your area? 

Other 
If other, please specify
I had some interaction when I was working in Juneau for Representative Andy Josephson and Representative Alyse Galvin, when stakeholders would visit the office.
1. The Alaska Victimization Survey (AVS) found 57.7% of Alaskan women have experienced intimate partner violence (domestic violence), sexual violence, or both. What is your vision for Alaska when it comes to reducing sexual assault and domestic violence? What steps are you prepared to take to get there? 
Those numbers are unacceptable. My vision is an Alaska where people are safe in their homes and relationships, survivors can get help wherever they live, and we put as much emphasis on preventing violence as we do on responding after it occurs.
For more than a decade, I have worked with women incarcerated at Hiland Mountain Correctional Center through Running Free Alaska. Our work continues after women leave Hiland and begin rebuilding their lives. That experience has given me a close look at how trauma, housing, employment, health, family stability, and involvement with the justice system can intersect.
We need a comprehensive approach: adequately fund victim services and shelters, maintain access to legal assistance, invest in prevention and healthy-relationship education, address the housing shortage that can make it difficult for survivors to leave abusive situations, and ensure law enforcement and the justice system have the resources and training to respond appropriately. We also need culturally appropriate services that are accessible in rural and Alaska Native communities.
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2. What responsibilities do you believe the Legislature and other elected officials hold in advancing efforts to prevent domestic violence and sexual assault? What efforts have you made at the local, state, and federal level to address domestic violence and sexual assault?

The Legislature has a responsibility to make sure Alaska has a functioning system for both prevention and response. That includes funding community-based victim services, shelters, prevention programs, legal assistance, law enforcement, behavioral health services, and programs for children who have experienced trauma. It also means listening to survivors and the organizations doing this work when we develop policy.
My experience has approached these issues from several directions. As legislative staff, I worked on policy, budgets, and constituent services and saw firsthand how decisions made in Juneau affect the services available to Alaskans. I also worked on housing legislation, including presenting HB 262 for Rep. Andy Josephson, which sought to give vulnerable tenants additional time to secure affordable housing.
Professionally, I have spent more than a decade working directly with women incarcerated at Hiland Mountain through Running Free Alaska. Our program provides structured support while women are incarcerated and continues supporting participants after release as they navigate housing, employment, transportation, health, and rebuilding their lives. That experience has reinforced for me that public safety isn't only about what happens after a crime. Strong communities require prevention, accountability, stability, and meaningful opportunities for people to rebuild their lives.
3. Would you be willing to increase the current level of funding for victims' services? 
Yes 
4. Would you be willing to increase the current level of funding for domestic violence/sexual assault prevention work? 

Yes 
5. Would you be willing to increase the current level of funding for legal services for victims? 
Yes
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6. Currently, the domestic violence response is largely a criminal justice response. Do you have ideas for other types of responses? What are they? 

Yes. The criminal justice system is necessary, particularly when someone poses a danger to a survivor or the community, but it cannot be our only response.
We need to invest earlier and more broadly in prevention, behavioral health, housing, economic stability, trauma-informed services, and programs that teach healthy relationships. Survivors need access to advocates, legal assistance, counseling, safe housing, and financial stability so that leaving an abusive relationship does not mean becoming homeless or losing the ability to support their children.

7. Do you think the penalties for sexual violence crimes in Alaska are: 
Just right 
What are your reasons? 

Sexual violence is an extremely serious crime, and Alaska already has significant penalties for sexual offenses. The Alaska Office of Victims’ Rights has described Alaska's sentences for sexual assault crimes as severe, including lengthy presumptive sentences and, for the most serious offenses, the possibility of decades in prison.
I believe our focus also needs to be on making sure the laws we already have work as intended: that survivors feel safe reporting sexual violence, cases are thoroughly investigated, offenders are held accountable, and survivors receive the support they need throughout the process. I would continue listening to survivors, victim advocates, prosecutors, law enforcement and others working directly in this area before supporting changes to specific sentencing laws.

8. Do you think the penalties for domestic violence crimes in Alaska are: 
Just right
What are your reasons? 

Domestic violence can encompass offenses ranging from misdemeanor assault to extremely serious felony violence, so I don't think increasing or decreasing penalties across the board is the answer. Alaska already provides significant penalties for serious domestic violence offenses, enhanced consequences for repeat offenses, and additional protections for victims.
I believe our focus should be on making sure those laws are consistently enforced, victims are protected, repeat and escalating violence is identified early, and offenders are held accountable. We also need effective intervention and treatment programs that reduce the likelihood that someone will cause harm again.
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I would continue to listen to survivors, victim advocates, law enforcement, prosecutors and others who work with these cases before supporting changes to specific sentencing provisions.

9. Would you support funding through the Department of Corrections to engage individuals who choose to harm their partners/families through batterers intervention programming (BIPs)? Do you think this is the responsibility of the government? Why or why not? What would be your ideas for providing services to people who choose to cause harm to their partners? 

Yes 
Alaska already recognizes batterers intervention programming as one component of its domestic violence response. My experience working inside Hiland Mountain Correctional Center has made me a strong believer in the value of evidence-based programming, accountability, and rehabilitation within the correctional system.
People who cause harm must be held accountable for their behavior. At the same time, if evidence-based intervention can reduce the likelihood that someone will harm a partner or family member again, that has a direct public-safety benefit. Any program should be evaluated for effectiveness, coordinated with victim-safety professionals, and designed so that participation is meaningful rather than simply checking a box.

10. Do you believe abortion access should be legally protected for survivors of rape or incest? 

	Yes

11. The state of Alaska is experiencing a housing shortage statewide. This is impacting domestic and sexual violence survivors' ability to move forward with their lives. What would be your ideas to address this? 

Housing is absolutely part of this conversation. A survivor cannot truly have the choice to leave an abusive situation if there is nowhere safe and affordable to go.
Housing was one of the issues I worked on as legislative staff. I presented HB 262 for Rep. Andy Josephson, legislation intended to give vulnerable tenants additional time to find affordable housing. 
We need to increase Alaska's housing supply, preserve and expand programs that help survivors transition rapidly into safe housing, support emergency and transitional housing, and remove unnecessary barriers to housing development. We should also protect programs such as the Alaska Housing Finance Corporation's housing assistance for families displaced by domestic violence or sexual assault. Housing policy, victim services and public safety should not be treated as separate issues. They are closely connected.
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12. Children are a particularly vulnerable population and may be traumatized by living with an abusive person and witnessing violence perpetrated against a parent or caretaker. What remedies might you suggest to provide protection for these children? 

Our first responsibility is to keep children safe, but our response also needs to recognize the trauma children experience when they witness violence, even when they are not physically assaulted themselves.
That means supporting Child Advocacy Centers, trauma-informed counseling, school-based behavioral health resources, safe housing, and services that allow a non-abusive parent to protect and stabilize their family. We also need good coordination among schools, health care providers, law enforcement, the Office of Children's Services, and victim advocates so families do not have to navigate multiple disconnected systems during a crisis.
Prevention matters here too. Helping young people understand healthy relationships, boundaries, consent, and how to ask for help can interrupt cycles of violence before they continue into another generation.

13. A sunset review is a mandatory, periodic evaluation of an executive board or commission to determine if its public benefit justifies its continued existence, funding, and legal authority. The Council on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault (CDVSA) in the Department of Public Safety is scheduled to sunset June 30, 2028, and will be reviewed during the next Legislature. Would you support a bill to extend the Council? What are your reasons? 

Yes 
CDVSA plays an important coordinating role in Alaska's response to domestic violence and sexual assault, including support for community-based victim service and prevention programs and oversight of batterers intervention programs. 
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14. Please explain any solutions you would propose to support victims and hold offenders accountable for their actions. 

We need to approach domestic violence and sexual assault as both a public-safety issue and a community-health issue.
For survivors, that means reliable funding for shelters and victim-service organizations, access to legal representation and advocacy, safe and affordable housing, behavioral health care, financial assistance when needed, and services that are available regardless of where someone lives in Alaska.
For offenders, accountability has to be meaningful. That includes an effective justice system, but it should also include evidence-based intervention and rehabilitation designed to reduce repeat violence. My years working with women at Hiland Mountain have reinforced my belief that accountability and rehabilitation are not mutually exclusive. People can be held responsible for the harm they cause while also being given the tools to change their behavior.
We also need to invest in prevention. We will never arrest or prosecute our way out of domestic and sexual violence. We need to teach healthy relationships and consent, address childhood trauma, strengthen families, support community-based prevention efforts, and make sure Alaskans know where to turn before violence escalates.

Thank you for taking the time to respond to this survey. 
To keep your answers, use File > Save As (or Download in your browser).
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